
 
 
 

 
 

Mary Magdalene's 

Red Egg Stories 

 
Eggs are an ancient symbol of new life. 

For Christians, they symbolize Christ's Resurrection. 

There are two stories about  

Mary Magdalene and red eggs…  

which might be why we still 

celebrate Easter with colored eggs. 
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One story goes like this…  

It is Easter Morning.  Mary Magdalene and other 

women head to the tomb where Jesus' body has 

been left.  They plan to prepare it for burial.  Mary 

carries a basket of ordinary hard-boiled eggs, food 

they will eat later on.  You probably know that the 

women find no body in the tomb.  Mary stays 

behind to weep for her Beloved Jesus -- and the 

Risen Christ appears to her!  The legend says that 

the very moment she saw Jesus all the eggs in her 

basket turn red! 
 

Here’s another one… 

Soon after that the Risen Christ tells Mary to go to 

the disciples and tell them what she's seen.  This 

makes Mary Magdalene the first Apostle (witness) to 

His Resurrection.  She tells the other followers that 

Christ has risen.  Legend has it that she also went to 

the Emperor of Rome, Tiberias, and boldly said to 

him: "Jesus Christ has risen."  In response, The 

Emperor pointed to an ordinary egg on his table and 

said to her, "Woman, Jesus has no more risen from 

the dead than that egg is red."  After the last word 

left his mouth, the egg turned red! 
 

May these Red Egg Stories and this image of Mary 

Magdalene remind you that Jesus Christ rose from 

the dead! Happy Easter! Alleluia! 
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